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Rebels in Scotland. 

T is not unknown to a great part.,of the World, how happy the Church of Scot- 
land was whillt ſhe enjoyed the Ordinances of Jeſus Chritt in Purity and Power, 
of the which we have been dcplorably deprived by the Re-cfabliſhmu nt of Pre- 
lacy; ſoit is evident, not only to impartial Perſons, but profeſſed Enemies, with 

what unparallelled Patience and Conſtancy the People of God have endured all Cruel- 
ties, Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, that the Wit or Malice of Prelates and Malignants could 
invent or Exerciſe. | : 
| And being moſt unwilling to any thing which mighe impore Oppoſition to lawful 
Authority, or Engage the Kingdom in War, although we have been a long time groan- 
ing under the overturning of the work of Reformation, Corruption of Do&rine, flight- 
ing of Worſhip, deſpifing of Ordinances, and the Changing of the Antient Chucch- 
Diſcipline and Government, thruſting our fo many of our Faithful Minifters from 
their Charge, Confining, ſtraightly Impriſoning, Exiling, yea, and puttibg to Death 
many of them; and introducing upon 'their Flocks a company of inſufficient and 
ſcandalous perſons, 
And Firing, Confining, Impriſozing, Torturing, Tormenting, and Scourging, Stigma- 
tizing Poor People, Plundering their Goods, and Quarterizg upon them Rude Soulaters, 
Selling of therr Perſons to forreign Plantations, horning, and entercommoning many, wherc- 
by great Numbers in divers Corners of the Land were forccd to leave theit Dwellings, 
Wivcs, Children and Relations, and made to wander as Pilgrims in hazard of their 
Lives, none daring to refer (or receive them) harbour or ſupply them (though Starv- 
ing) or ſo much as ſp:ak to them even upon their Death-Beds, without being obnoxi- 
pus to the ſame Puniſhmens, 

And theſe things ated under colour of Law, and in Effe& tending to Baniſh not only 
all ſenſe of Religion, bur alſo to extinguith all Natural Aﬀe&tion, even among perſons 
of the neareſt Relations; and likewiſe groaning under the intollerable Yoke of Oppreſ- 
fion in all our Civil Intereſts, our Bodies, Libcrties and Eſtates; ſo that all manner of 
Outrages have been molt Arbitrarily Exerciſed upon us throngh a TraQt of divers years 
by-paſt, particularly in the Year 1678. by ſending againſt us an Armed Hoſt of barba- 
rous Savages, contrary to all Law and Humanity ; and by laying on us ſeveral Impoſt= 

| tions and Taxes as formerly, fo of late by a mecting of pre-I1mired and over-awed 
Members in a Convention of Eſtates in Julj 1678. for keeping up of an Armed Force 
intrufted as to a great part of it inthe hands of avowed Papiſts, or Favanrers of them, 
by whom ſundry Invaſions have been made upon us, and molt Exorbitant Abuſes, with 
Incredible Inſolencies commirted agiin(t us. ; 

Aud we being continually ſought atter, while meeting in Houſes for Divine Worſhip, 
Miniſters and People frequently Apprehended, and moſt rigoroufly Uſed ; and fo be- | 
ing neceſſitated to attend the Lurds Ordinances in the Fields, even in the moſt Defere 
places, and there often hunted out to the Effuſton of our Blood, and Killing of many 
vfus, fo that we were inevitably conſtrained, cither to defend our ſelves by Armes at 
theſe Mcetings, or be altogether deprived of the Goſpel Preached by Chriſts Faithful 
Miniſters, and made abſolute Slaves, | 
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And at one of theſe Meetings upon the firſt of Jaxe Inſtant, being the Lords Day, 
Captain Graham of Clawers being warranted by a late Proclamation, to Kill whom- } 
forver-he ford in Arnvs ar: Ficld- Conventicles, did furiouſly aflavlrithe People Aﬀem. 

bled, and further to\provoke, did cruelly bind, like Beaſts, a Miniſter, with ſome 6- 
ther People, whom he did that very: Morning find in their Houſes, 


And ſeveral being killed on both ſides, and they knowing certainly, char by their Law, 
it apprehended, they bchoved ro die, they did ſtand ro their own Detence, and conti- | 
nued together, and there, after mary of our Friends and Country-men, being under | 
the ſame Oppreſſion, #nd exp: ing the ſame meaſure, 6id freely offer their aſfiſtance, | 

We thereore bcing inevitably, and of abſoltite Neeeſfiry forced to rake this laſt Ree | 
medy, the Magiſtrates Having ſhit che Door by a Law agaifft any Application, Thar ; 
wharſo. ver our Grievances, cither. in Civil or Sacred Marters be, wehad not the privie | 
ledge of a Supplicantor Petitioner, = | " Eu = 

' Do judge our ſelves bound to declare thar theſe, with mary other horrid grie= 
vancrs in Churchand State which we purpoſe ro maritelt more tully hercatter, are ! 
the true Canles of this our Liwtall and Inaoct nt Self. defence, - | | 
And wedo molt ſo!-mnly inthe Prefente of Almighty God, rhe Searcher of Hearts, | 
declare that the tive Reaſons of cbr continuing in Aims, are candidly and fincerely 
' . "HE > ns : g EEE LD i 

_ Firſt, the Defending and Securing the true Proteſtant Religion, and Presbytcrial Gas 

.yernment foundcd pn thee Word o: God, and ſumarily comprehended in our Confeſhs 

on of Faith,, Garechiſms, and. eſtabliſhed by the Laws of this Lard, to wich the? 

King, Novles and Deople: are ſylemoly engaged'in 6yr National and Solema Leaoue! 
Ede yy NO YO WHY gre fi erpyo  > + OY 
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_ . And morepairticularly; the dofending and (maintaining the Kingly Authority of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt over his Church; againlt all ſinful Supremacy deregatory thereto, | 
and-incroching thereupon. ” 


y, the Preſerving and defending the Kirgs Majcſties Perſon and Authority: 


Second! 
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*in preſervation and defence of the tric Religion ot the Kingdom, that the wo: 14 may? 
brar witneſs with our Conſcienc:'s of our Loyalty, that we have no thoughts nor titelt-! 
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tions to dimini{h his juk Power and Greatncls, 


\ Thirdly, The obtaining of a tree and unlimircd Parliament, and a free General Al-! 
ſ{embly, in order to the redrefſing the aforefaid Gric vances,,. for preventirg the Enit- 
nent Danger of Pop rv, an Extitpating Prelacy among us. \ll 


+ This therefore being the Caule we do appcare for, and do Reſolve in Guds rear. 


Name WO OWN, hereby. nomologating' or El {DtiNg to all rhe Teſtimonies of all the: 
Faithful Sufferers for Truth in Sco:land theſe Eightcen Years by gore. WO 
[ We humbly. requeſt the Kings Majcſty-would be pleaſed to reſtore all things. as ke 
found them when-God brovght him home'ro his Crown and Kingdoms, and it rhe; 
cannot be 6brained, then we heartily and humbly Thvire . Intrear, Beſecch and Obrc : 
in the Bowe] $of Jeſus Chriſt, All who are under: the ſame Bonds with'us, to Concur ins 
 thedefence of this Common Cauſc and Intereſt; ,and that they would ro: ſtand ſtill and? 
ſee, nor.only us Opprefſed, the foreſaid Caule Ruined, Adverſaries highly and protid- 
ſy inſulr agatnlt, God, ard all good then, ' Ftiends of the Truth diſcouraged, yea, the 
Proteſtant Religion in Brittaze and Ireland deftroy'd ; bur even themſetves within a! 
little while made a Prey of, or elfe force when we arc broken, (which the good Lotd: 
Pprevent)-dreadfully,.co-wroung their own Conſcience. EE pee: gh 
Finally, becayſe; we deſire no mans hurt or Blood, we requeſt our Countrymen,noW! 
\the Kandiog forces of the Kingdom, fone of theni being "our Friends apd Kwſmicn, fide 
to fight againlk ys, ſeal info doing they be found fighting 'agHint God, whole Cayle: 
and Quarrel wg are. lure he wlll own and fignally Countc nance, ſeeiro we, fight bd, 
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